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VISION

Enable all stakeholders

in the space & water communities 

to access data and knowledge, 
to be creative &

to realize their full potential 

in contributing to a world 

in which the availability and 
sustainable management of water and sanitation 

for all 

has become a reality.



The Partners

www.space4water.org

Agreement until 2026



Water stress, global 
Source: World Resources Institute

Why Space4Water
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❑Knowledge needed to this end can be created by 

❑ disseminating, and facilitating access to knowledge and the exchange of 

good practices; 

❑ generating new information relevant to water-related SDGs;

❑ pursuing advocacy, networking and promoting partnerships and action; and 

❑ strengthening communication actions at various levels for the 

implementation of the water-related goals.

❑ establishing the link between researchers and policy makers, to inform 

decision making with scientific results, to be able to act appropriately within 

the international community. 

Space4Water and the Water Action Decade



ConferencesPortal Community

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/psa/schedule/2022/un-Ghana-water.html
https://www.space4water.org/
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/psa/schedule/2022/1st-space4water-stakeholder-meeting.html


Portal

https://www.space4water.org/


❑ A multi-stakeholder platform for 
interdisciplinary knowledge 
exchange

❑ Making information on space 
solutions and technologies for 
water-related topics accessible

❑ A capacity-building platform

❑ A portal for expert 
communities, including those 
from developing countries
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www.space4water.org
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NEXT GEOSS
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Water–related challenges

(15)

Indigenous Voices 
(7)

(162)
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Monthly articles Monthly interviews



Indigenous voices
- water challenges -

space-based solutions



Portal Content Statistics
Type of Content / Number of 

Content published

As at 31 

Dec 2018

As at 31 Dec 

2019

As at 31 Dec 

2020

As at 31 Dec 

2021

As at 31 Dec 

2022

Stakeholders 23 37 48 62 87

(Young) Professionals - 4 11 24 34

Articles 6 16 22 35 46

Interviews - 3 10 23 33

Activities /Opportunities 1 10 25 42

Publications 10 25 43 77 130

Software 4 15 18 21 22 

Projects 6 6 10 12 17

Training Material 6 22 33 79 89

Events 36 79 92 155 235

TOTAL 91 208 297 513 735

91
208

297

513

735

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

No of Content Items



Actors Map
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Thematic Focus

Stakeholders Professionals / Young Professionals
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Ontology visualisation / 
Knowledge graph

Enter search term



Ontology visualisation / Knowledge graph

Projects

filter show related terms show content per term and  type of resource



Community

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/psa/schedule/2022/1st-space4water-stakeholder-meeting.html
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“Groups of people 
who share a concern, 

a set of problems, 
or

a passion about a topic, 
and 

who deepen their 
knowledge and expertise in this area 
by interacting on an ongoing basis.”

- Wenger et al. (2002, p. 4)

Communities of Practice 



Community of Interest

✓ Further a common cause

✓ Sharing information or 

knowledge

✓ Interactively pursuing informed 

courses of action

Community of Practice

✓ Participation, interaction, negotiation of 

shared objectives, and developing knowledge

✓ Commitment from members

❑ Regular communication with and interaction 

between members

❑ Improved processes and practices

❑ Group learning in order to accomplish 

objectives

❑ More competent and capable professionals

www.space4water.org 22



Successes

✓ Integrative: Stakeholders and professionals 

sharing information and knowledge (local, 

regional and global level)

✓ Inclusive

✓ Geographic diversity and gender balance

✓ Various formats and skill levels: Science 

communication for non-scientist users via 

articles, success stories and interviews

✓ Constantly growing user and resource base

✓ Covering relevant thematic aspects on space 

technologies for water resource 

management 

Challenges

❑ Increase Interactivity among actors

❑ Administrative efforts (lack of standardisation, consent 

for publication)

❑ Encourage participation (Missing incentives for calls to 

collect users needs & assess gaps)

❑ Transfer technology / learning and develop new 

solutions

❑ Capacity building perspective (funding)

www.space4water.org 23

Space4Water – 5 years of community building





❑6 women from 6 communities and countries

❑Objectives: 
❑ Active exchange on the ways Indigenous communities relate to water 

❑ Capacity building: what can be done using space-based solutions

❑ Identification of user needs towards the space sector 

❑ Bringing identified user needs to the Space4Water stakeholders

❑ Deriving from that requirements for the space sector to develop applications by 
which Indigenous communities can be supported

Participatory workshop for Indigenous 
women on their roles and responsibilities 
related to water

25



Next Steps: Space4Water Community Building

❑ How to assess technological readiness of space-based solutions, applications, models, etc?

❑ Can we develop / do we need a competency framework for the (geo)spatial and water sectors?

❑ How can we assess capacity collaboratively without being on site for years?

❑ How can we support or facilitate in situ data collection to ground truth space-based datasets?

❑ How can we co-develop space-based solutions for water-related challenges

www.space4water.org 26



Conferences

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/psa/schedule/2022/un-Ghana-water.html


• 27-28 October 2022
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United Nations/Ghana/PSIPW – 5th

International Conference on Space 
Technologies for Water Resource 
Management

❑ High-level participation

❑ 838 registrations 

❑ 29% women

❑ Participants from 99 countries

❑ 24h of content presented

❑ 107 speakers, with 76 males and 31 females

❑ Participant rating: 4.48 of 5 points 
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❑ A/AC.105/C.1/2022/CRP.15
The Space4Water Project: Community building

❑A/AC.105/1268
Report on the United Nations/Ghana/Prince Sultan bin 
Abdulaziz International Prize for Water Fifth International 
Conference on the Use of Space Technology for Water 
Management

❑A/AC.105/1272
Report on the first Space4Water Stakeholder Meeting 

❑A/AC.105/2023/CRP.22
Report on the second Space4Water Stakeholder Meeting

Reports
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https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/oosadoc/data/documents/2022/aac.105c.12022crp/aac.105c.12022crp.15_0.html
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/oosadoc/data/documents/2022/aac.105/aac.1051268_0.html
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/oosadoc/data/documents/2023/aac.105/aac.1051272_0.html
https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/documents/2023/aac_1052023crp/aac_1052023crp_22_0_html/AC105_2003_CRP22E.pdf


Join Space4Water

www.space4water.org 31

Become a featured (young) professional Register as a stakeholder



Thank you

Nina Kickinger

nina.Kickinger@un.org

www.space4water.org
www.unoosa.org
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