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Our Ref: 2015-68/GEO/UN/SDG Side Event 
 
Encl.: 1 

GEO Principals 

 Geneva, 1 May 2015 
  
 
 
Subject:   UN Sustainable Development Goals Side Event – GEO Follow-up 
 
 
 
Dear GEO Principal, 
 
 As a follow-up to the previous correspondence on this subject, the Group on 
Earth Observations (GEO) recently co-hosted a Side Event at the United Nations 
Headquarters on the role of geospatial data and information in measuring, monitoring 
and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Event, „Unleashing the 
power of the “Where” to make the world a better place: How geographic information 
contributes to achieving the SDGs,' was held on 22 April 2015, during the April Session 
of the Intergovernmental Negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda. 
 
 The Event was co-hosted by the Government of Denmark Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations, the UN Initiative on Global Geospatial Information Management 
(UN-GGIM) and GEO. Laura Poulsen, Head of Division, Danish Geodata Agency, the 
Ministry for the Environment, Denmark, moderated the Event. The session was 
standing-room only, attracting more than 100 attendees. GEO was represented by 
Lawrence Friedl, Director of Applied Science Programs of the US National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA). 
 
 Event website: http://ggim.un.org/Unleashing%20the%20Power.html 
 
 Media coverage included an article prepared by the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, the official reporting service for the UN, and circulated to 
125,000 readers: 
 
Side Event Highlights Benefits of Geospatial Data for SDGs 
http://sd.iisd.org/news/side-event-highlights-benefits-of-geospatial-data-for-sdgs/ 
 
and an article by the UN Communications staff which is posted on the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) website: 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ggim.un.org/Unleashing%20the%20Power.html
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Unleashing the power of ‘where’ 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/statistics/geospatial-information-3.html 
 
 Additional feedback following the Event is attached. 
 
 We, again, extend our deep appreciation to those of you who supported this 
Event. We also encourage all GEO Members to further build on this work by engaging 
with your Post-2015 development agenda negotiation teams to ensure appropriate 
references to Earth observations are included in the final post-2015 framework, which 
will be approved in September.  
 
 We look forward to working with you on this endeavor over the next several 
months.  
 

 

             
 

                  Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
                                                                                    
Barbara J. Ryan 

   Secretariat Director 
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