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Recognition of Participating Organizations and Observers
As of 10 January 2014, the following entities have indicated an interest in joining GEO as Participating
Organizations:

CC

Creative Commons Organization

ESCAP

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

ESIP

Federation of Earth Science Information Partners

EU SatCen

European Union Satellite Centre

IAF

International Astronautical Federation

IEC

Interbalkan Environment Centre

ITC

International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation

IUGG

International Union of GEODESY and Geophysics

MTS

The Marine Technology Society

SWF

Secure World Foundation

The following entities have indicated an interest in joining GEO as an Observer.

Ecuador

United Nations Member State

UCAR

University Corporation for Atmospheric Research

ICPI

International Committee on the International Global Monitoring
Aerospace System (IGMASS) Project Implementation

In accordance with Annex C to the Rules of Procedure (Guidance for Recognition of New GEO
Participating Organizations and Observers), the Executive Committee will review the requests and
make recommendations to the Plenary for decision. These recommendations will be included in
Document 3 (Rev4) which will be issued on 15 January 2014.

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization: Creative Commons
Acronym: CC
Type: Intergovernmental ▢ International ▢ Regional ▢ National ▢
Other: nonprofit, nongovernmental
Joint Programme of: Not applicable
Purpose/Activity:
_____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: Creative Commons (CC) is a nonprofit organization that enables
the sharing and use of creativity and knowledge through free legal tools. CC’s free, easytouse
copyright licenses provide a simple, standardized way to give others the permission to share and use
one’s creative work and data.

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10Year Plan:

Yes ✔

Date: Jun 24, 2013
Organization request: PO ✔

Observer ▢

1/1

No ▢

	
  

	
  

6300 CREEDMOOR ROAD, SUITE 170-315 • RALEIGH, NC 27612 • 919.870.7140 (PHONE) • 919.870.7141 (FAX) • WWW.ESIPFED.ORG

October 7, 2013
Ms. Barbara J. Ryan, Director
GEO Secretariat
7 bis. Avenue de la Paix
Case postale 2300
CH 122 Geneva 2
Dear Ms. Ryan:
The Federation of Earth Science Information Partners (ESIP Federation) is grateful for the opportunity to apply for
transitioning its Observer status to Participating Organization in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). This
request arises out of the on-going synergy and shared goals between our respective organizations.
The ESIP Federation is a broad-based, distributed community of science, data and information technology
practitioners that innovate at the leading edge of data, technology and best practices. Through its 150+ partner
organizations, the ESIP Federation provides a peer-to-peer network that helps to expose, transfer and enhance
community data and systems knowledge that support both an individual organization’s mandate while at the same
time advancing the community good. This request to become a Participating Organization will further catalyze
connections across organizations, people, systems and data allowing for improved interoperability in distributed
systems. The ESIP Federation has a 15-year track record of success and continued growth (both domestic and
international) using this community-based, discipline and agency neutral approach. The ESIP Federation is
managed by the Foundation for Earth Science.
The ESIP Federation is working in areas at the leading edge of systems development including: data architecture,
data management and preservation, tool creation, cloud computing, semantic web, data systems integration, open
source software and data management professional development. In addition, our members are concerned about the
practical use of science-generated data and have launched applied activities in Air Quality, Energy and Climate,
Agriculture and Climate and Disaster Management. When taken together with the ESIP Federation’s technical
contributions, these areas align well to support the goals and objectives of GEO.
In February 2007, the ESIP Federation endorsed the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan. Since becoming an
Observer, the ESIP Federation has contributed to the Air Quality Community of Practice, the Evaluation Team, the
User Interface Committee and various Architecture Implementation Pilots as well many of the GEO Plenary meetings.
We look forward to enhancing our organization’s contributions.
On behalf of the ESIP Federation, I look forward to contributing to the evolution of GEOSS and to working through
GEO to bring a robust system for Earth observations to all corners of the world.
Kind regards,

Carol B. Meyer
Executive Director
Foundation for Earth Science

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific___ _____________________________________________

Acronym:

ESCAP__________________________________________________

Type:

Intergovernmental

International

Regional

National

Other: __________________________________________________
Joint Programme of: Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable Development in Asia
and the Pacific (RESAP) and the Regional Cooperative Mechanism for Drought Monitoring and Early
Warning.
Purpose/Activity: (1) To promote the application of space technology for supporting disaster risk
reduction and sustainable development; (2) To strengthen the capacity of the member States to address
the challenges of building resilience and supporting sustainable development

through the long

standing RESAP projects;(3)To enhance the use of the space-based information to help member
States, particularly developing countries at high-risk and with low-capacity in the region, to map out
hazards and vulnerabilities for evidence-based policymaking and planning, provide accurate warnings
of impending disasters, and help disaster impact assessments; (4) To provide customized georeferenced satellite data, drought products and services emanating from the constellations of earth
observation satellites to enhance the capacity of drought-prone countries for more efficient
monitoring, early warning and drought mitigation;

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: ESCAP will continue to support the implementation of the
Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) 10-Year Implementation Plan.
Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes

No

Date: _____________________________________

Organization request

PO

Observer

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

Federation of Earth Science Information Partners

Acronym:

ESIP Federation

Type:

Intergovernmental

Other:

Mostly US-national though growing with international partners

Joint Programme of:
project and private funding

Principally supported by NASA and NOAA, with additional federal

International

Regional

National

Purpose/Activity:
The ESIP Federation is a broad-based, distributed community of
science, data and information technology practitioners that innovate at the leading edge of data,
technology and best practices. Participation in the ESIP Federation is beneficial to its members by
providing a peer-to-peer network to expose, gather and enhance their own in-house capabilities in
support of their organization’s mandate. By virtue of working through the community, ESIP members
experience the network effect, which enables more coordinated interoperability efforts across domainspecific communities. These efforts catalyze connections across organizations, people, systems and
data allowing for improved interoperability in distributed systems. The ESIP Federation has a 15-year
track record of success and continued growth using this community-based, discipline and agency
neutral approach.
Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: The ESIP Federation community contributes to the evolution of
US Earth observing data systems through its partnerships with NASA and NOAA. Working with these
agencies as well as with the USGS, US EPA, NSF and USDA, the ESIP Federation provides a
coordination point for US data systems development and contributions to GEOSS’ evolution. As the
newly re-chartered US GEO’s activities crystallize, it is expected that the ESIP community will
provide technical assistance to the Data Management Working Group. The ESIP Federation has
active technical working groups in data stewardship (including citation and provenance foci),
documentation, semantics and geospatial technologies. The ESIP Federation has focus groups in Air
Quality, Energy and Climate and a nascent Disaster Management group. All these activities can be
leveraged in GEOSS as the activities often produce technical solutions or best practices for community
use.
Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:
Organization request
since 2007.)

PO

Observer

Yes

No

Date:

February 2007

(The ESIP Federation has been a GEO Observer

Paris, 05 June 2013

Dr. Christian Feichtinger
IAF Secretariat
94 bis Avenue de Suffren
75015 Paris
France
Dr. Barbara J. Ryan
GEO Secretariat
7, bis avenue de la Paix
Case Postale 2300
CH-1211 Geneva 2
Switzerland

Dear Dr. Ryan,
We have the pleasure to refer to the invitation that you kindly sent and hereby formally apply for Participating
Organization Status to the Group on Earth Observations (GEO).
A description of IAF and the justification for the granting of Participating Organization Status is included in the
attached form.
The International Astronautical Federation (IAF) is the world’s leading space advocacy body with 246 members,
including all key space agencies, companies, societies, associations and institutes across 62 countries. Our active
engagement with various programs on Earth Observation augurs well for our future endeavor and cooperation.
Indeed, IAF has been collaborating since 2007 with the Earth Observation Subcommittee on GEOSS (Global Earth
Observation System of Systems). As we continue to implement joint programs and deepen our collaboration with
GEOSS Subcommittee, IAF is desirous now of establishing its collaboration with the GEO (Group on Earth Observation)
through attending GEO meetings as a participating organization.
In this regard, we would kindly ask you to take the necessary action for the inscription of our organization's request on
the agenda of the next GEO Plenary, to be held on 15-16 January 2014 and accordingly, ask for your support and
consideration of our application as Participating Organization to the GEO.
We hope you will agree that our qualifications, significant interest and capacity to assist with GEO’s activities, the
international nature of our programs, all show that we qualify for GEO Participating Organization status. Any
additional information on our work is available at www.iafastro.org.
Please let us know if we can provide you with any further information that would be helpful in facilitating this process.
We look forward to the prospect of a closer relationship between GEO and IAF.
Sincerely yours,
Christian Feichtinger
IAF Executive Director

IAF Secretariat - 94bis avenue de Suffren - 75015 Paris, France
T: +33 (0)1 45 67 42 60 - F: +33 (0)1 42 73 21 20 - E: info@iafastro.org - W: www.iafastro.org
Non-profit organisation established under the French Law of 1 July 1901

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

___International Astronautical Federation

Acronym:

___IAF_____________________________

Type:

Intergovernmental

International xx

Regional

National

Other: __________________________________________________
Sub-programme or sub-group of: _______________________________________________________
Joint Programme of: _IAF is the world’s leading space advocacy body with 246 members, including
all key space agencies, companies, societies, associations and institutes across 62 countries.
Purpose/Activity: __Since 2007 IAF has had an Earth Observation Subcommittee on GEOSS which,
per its Terms of Reference, undertakes to (1) foster information exchange and interaction among IAF
member organizations on GEOSS activities and plans; (2) maintain informal liaison with the GEO
Secretariat and other organizations seeking to promote GEOSS activities and greater public interest in
GEO and GEOSS; (3) propose and help organize IAF-sponsored or co-sponsored workshops and
seminars relating to GEOSS and its nine societal benefit areas and transverse areas; and proposes and
helps organize appropriate IAC Plenary Events and/or Highlight Lectures relating to GEOSS. Since
its inception, the Subcommittee has proposed and organized Earth Observation/GEOSS-related
Plenary Events at each International Astronautical Congress (IAC); organized GEOSS-related
technical sessions at every second IAC, and organized a June 2007 Seminar on GEOSS and Global
Change, and a March 2010 Workshop on Space Sensors for Climate Monitoring, both in Paris.
Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: IAF, supported through the efforts of its GEOSS Subcommittee, is
prepared to foster outreach, networking and partnerships relating to GEO and GEOSS within the
broader space community comprising IAF’s 246 member organizations as well as participants in its
annual Congresses and special events. IAF will continue to organize Congress Plenary Events relating
to Earth Observation/GEO/GEOSS as well as biennial technical sessions and specialized workshops.
IAF, as a co-sponsor with UNESCO, will endeavor to include a focus on GEO/GEOSS in the planning
of the Global Space Applications Conference (GLAC) in Paris, in May/June 2014.
Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes xx
Date: 7 June 2013

Organization request

PO xx

Observer

2/2

No

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

Interbalkan Environment Center

Acronym:

IEC

Type:

Intergovernmental

International × Regional

National

Other: __________________________________________________
Joint Programme of: Regions, Decentralized administrations, Municipalities and Universities join in a
IT Hub Center
Purpose/Activity: The activities of IEC are the Environmental monitoring, management and
sustainable development of natural resources. The topics and committees from the GEOSS 10-Year
Implementation Plan Social Benefit areas are relevant to IEC.
Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: The 10-Year Implementation Plan states that “ GEOSS will
facilitate the development and provision of common products such as maps of topography,
bathymetry, rivers systems, infrastructure, and land cover and land use, and a geodetic reference frame
for Earth Observation”. IEC is closely aligned to such activities that are referred at the 10-Year
Implementation Plan (par.4.Benefits of GEOSS). IEC has available multitude data and is
implementing actions at transboundary river basins in the Balkan area additional to data acquisition
and actions at national river basins. The proposed contribution to GEOSS is the following : 1) Earth
Observation data sharing for sustainable management of natural river basins. 2) Know-how transfer.
3) Enlargment of user basis and cooperation (International/ National/Regional Authorities, publicprivate sector). Recognizing the global character of environmental management issues and the need
for cross border cooperation and actions, the Interbalkan Environment Center (IEC) operates under the
guidance of an International Board. The International Board of the IEC creates paths for sustainable
progress in international relations and collaborations with European and International Organizations
and Governing Bodies. Hence, it consists of world leading scientists as well as excellent managers of
International Organizations and can be found at http://www.interbalcan.org/about-us/internationalboard/.
Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes × No
Date: 25-11-2013

Organization request

PO ×

Observer

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEODESY AND GEOPHYSICS
UNION GEODESIQUE ET GEOPHYSIQUE INTERNATIONALE

Dr. Barbara Ryan
Director, GEO Secretariat
7 bis, avenue de la Paix
Case postale 2300
CH-1211 Geneva 2
Switzerland

International
Association of
Cryospheric
Sciences

Potsdam, 1 February 2013

Dear Dr. Ryan,
SUBJECT:

Application for GEO Membership (Participating Organization)

It is my great pleasure on behalf of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
(IUGG) to apply for membership in the Group on Earth Observation (GEO).
IUGG, an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization established in 1919,
is dedicated to the scientific study of the Earth and its environment and the application of
knowledge gained by such studies to benefit society. IUGG promotes studies of the shape
of the Earth; the nature of its gravitational and magnetic fields; the dynamics of the Earth
as a whole and of its component parts; the Earth's internal structure, composition, and
tectonics; the generation of magmas; volcanism and rock formation; the hydrological
cycle including snow and ice; the physics and chemistry of the oceans; the atmosphere,
ionosphere, magnetosphere and solar-terrestrial relations; and analogous problems
associated with the Moon and other planets. IUGG activities embrace studies of the Earth
by artificial satellites and other techniques for deploying instruments at high altitude.
More detailed information about the Union can be found in Appendix 1 and at the IUGG
web page: http://www.iugg.org.
Several IUGG bodies are already either Participating Organizations in GEO:
- International Association of Geodesy (IAG), a constitutive association of IUGG;
- Federation of Digital Broad-Band Seismograph Networks (FDSN), a commission
of the International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s Interior
(IASPEI), a constitutive association of IUGG;
- International Ozone Commission, a commission of the International Association
of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences (IAMAS), a constitutive association of
IUGG;
or Observers in GEO:
- Electronic Geophysical Year (EGY), a scientific program of IUGG;
- International Seismological Centre (ISC), an affiliated organization to IASPEI.
President

Vice-President

Secretary-General

Treasurer

HARSH GUPTA
India

MICHAEL SIDERIS
Canada

ALIK ISMAIL-ZADEH
Germany

AKSEL WALLOE HANSEN
Denmark

IUGG Secretariat  Helmholtz Centre Potsdam  GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences  Telegrafenberg, A17  14473
Potsdam GERMANY. Phone: +49 331 2881978  Fax: +49 331 2881759  E-mail: secretariat@iugg.org

http://www.IUGG.org

International
Association of
Geodesy

International
Association of
Geomagnetism and
Aeronomy

International
Association of
Hydrological
Sciences

International
Association of
Meteorology and
Atmospheric
Sciences

International
Association for the
Physical
Sciences of the
Oceans

International
Association of
Seismology and
Physics of the
Earth's
Interior

International
Association of
Volcanology and
Chemistry of the
Earth's
Interior

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEODESY AND GEOPHYSICS
UNION GEODESIQUE ET GEOPHYSIQUE INTERNATIONALE

IUGG endorses the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan and could contribute further to
the activities of GEO-GEOSS
- providing scientific expertise to GEO and its groups, in particular, to the GEO’s
Science and Technology Committee;
- representing the community of Earth and space scientists as one user community
of GEOSS;
- linking to GEOSS several scientific services, such as seismological and
volcanological networks, oceanographic, hydrological, cryospheric, and
geomagnetic data services, and the multiple geodetic services coordinated by the
IAG’s Global Geodetic Observing System (GGOS).
Although geodesy, geology and remote sensing are already represented in GEO by IAG,
IUGS (the International Union of Geological Sciences), and ISPRS (International Society
for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing), IUGG would complement their expertise in
several important areas of Earth and space sciences like hydrology (related to GEO’s
SBAa “Water” and “Health”), meteorology, atmospheric and cryosperic sciences (SBA
“Weather”), oceanography (SBA “Ecosystems”), geomagnetism, aeronomy, seismology,
volcanology, natural hazards and disaster risk (all related to SBA “Disasters”), climatic
and environmental variability (GEO’s SBA: Climate). IUGG can provide a significant
contribution to communities of practice in atmospheric chemistry, cryosphere, coastal
zones, water cycle, and geohazards.
I hope very much for fruitful cooperation between IUGG and GEO and look forward to
hearing from you on the GEO decision regarding the IUGG application.
Yours sincerely,

Alik Ismail-Zadeh
Secretary-General

CC:

Dr. Francesco Gaetani, Scientific and Technical Officer, GEO Secretariat
Prof. Harsh Gupta, IUGG President

UNION GEODESIQUE ET GEOPHYSIQUE INTERNATIONALE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEODESY AND GEOPHYSICS
Appendix 1: ABOUT IUGG
IUGG is an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization established in Brussels (Belgium)
on 28 July 1919. IUGG is dedicated to the scientific study of the Earth and its environment and the
application of knowledge gained by such studies to benefit society. IUGG was one of the first three
Scientific Unions established during the Constitutive Assembly of the International Research Council, the
predecessor of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) created in 1931. IUGG, an active
Union member of ICSU, brings expertise on Earth studies from researchers in its International
Associations, Union and Inter-Association Commissions. 70 countries are presently Members of the
Union.
IUGG has initiated and vigorously supported collaborative efforts that have led to highly productive
world-wide interdisciplinary research programs, such as the International Geophysical Year (1957-58),
the Upper Mantle Project (1964-70), the International Hydrological Decade (1965-74), the Geodynamics
Project (1972-79), the Global Atmospheric Research Programme (1967-80), World Climate Research
Programme (1980-present), International Lithosphere Program (1981-present), Global Geodetic
Observing System (2003-present) and others. These programs have set a model for international,
interdisciplinary co-operation. IUGG has initiated and supported ICSU initiatives, especially those in
which Earth sciences have a role to play. One major contribution was the creation, some 50 years ago,
through ICSU, of the World Data Centers and the Federation of Astronomical and Geophysical Data
Analysis Services. These were transformed to the ICSU World Data System, from which the data
gathered during major research programs and data products will be available to researchers everywhere.
IUGG supported the International Year of the Planet Earth (2007-2009) and the International Polar Year
(2007-2008) and has initiated and supported the Electronic Geophysical Year (2007-2008) and the
International Heliophysical Year (2007-2008). IUGG co-operates with UNESCO in the study of natural
catastrophes, oceans, and hydrology. It also gives particular emphasis to the scientific problems of
Developing Countries by sponsoring activities relevant to the scientific needs of the Third World. IUGG
is a partner with other ICSU Scientific Unions in inter-Union Commissions, and coordinates its activities
with seven other ICSU Unions (GeoUnions).
STRUCTURE OF THE UNION
National Committees
The great majority of Member Adhering Bodies participate through IUGG National Committees set up by
the national academy or another body in their country that adheres to the Union (other methods of
adherence do occur). A Delegate appointed by its Adhering Body represents each IUGG National
Committee at the IUGG General Assemblies.
General Assemblies
IUGG General Assemblies are held every four years. The next 26th IUGG General Assembly will be held
in Prague, Czech Republic, in 2015. IUGG General Assemblies have been held since 1922. Since 1963,
they are held every four years. During these General Assemblies, policies governing IUGG are adopted,
and research programs requiring international participation are formulated and coordinated. In addition,
plans are drawn for the execution of research programs. The scientific results of programs in progress are
discussed at the numerous Symposia, Commission and Working Group meetings, and other gatherings of
scientists that are convened during these assemblies.

The IUGG Council, Bureau, and Committees
The IUGG Council governed by the Statutes and By-laws of the Union directs IUGG’s affairs. The IUGG
Council is composed of one credentialed delegate from each Adhering Body. The IUGG Council meets
during the IUGG General Assembly and elects the IUGG Bureau and the IUGG Finance Committee. The
IUGG Council delegates of the XXV General Assembly in 2011 are listed on page 13. The IUGG Bureau
handles administrative affairs between Council meetings. It is elected by the Council and consists of
seven members – four officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary General, and Treasurer) and three
members at large. The Bureau meets annually. The IUGG Executive Committee works to further the
scientific objectives of the Union and International Associations by effective co-ordination and
formulation of general policies. It consists of the IUGG Bureau, the retiring president of the Union, and
the Presidents of the International Associations. The IUGG Finance Committee interacts with the IUGG
Treasurer regarding budgetary matters. It consists of persons elected by the IUGG Council. The members
of the Finance Committee are not members of the IUGG Bureau or the IUGG Executive Committee.
The International Associations
The eight semi-autonomous International Associations within IUGG are each responsible for a specific
range of topics or themes within the overall scope of the Union's activities. Each has a sub-structure as
discussed below. The International Associations work to set standards for research and agree on
definitions and algorithms, such as the Manual of Seismological Observatory Practice or the Guide for
Magnetic Repeat Station Surveys. Participants pass resolutions on important issues where all agree. They
make research visible to the international scientific community, to governmental agencies, to industry,
and to the general public through their education activities. These eight International Associations are as
follows:
International Association of Cryospheric Sciences (IACS)
International Association of Geodesy (IAG) – a member of GEO
International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy (IAGA)
International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS)
International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences (IAMAS)
International Association for the Physical Sciences of the Oceans (IAPSO)
International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth's Interior (IASPEI)
International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI)
Union Commissions
Owing to the interactive nature of the subject fields managed by the International Associations, four
Union Commissions have been established which serve the Union and the international geophysical
community by promoting the study of particular interdisciplinary problems. These bodies are chartered by
the IUGG Executive Committee to conduct inter-association science. Union Commissions are reviewed
and renewed at each IUGG General Assembly. The following five Union Commissions and one Union
Working Group are presently active:
- Commission on Mathematical Geophysics (CMG)
- Commission on Study of the Earth's Deep Interior (SEDI)
- Commission on Geophysical Risk and Sustainability (GRC)
- Commission for Data and Information (UCDI)
- Commission on Climatic and Environmental Change (CCEC)
- WG History of Earth and Space Sciences
Inter-Unions Commission
The International Lithosphere Program, guided by the Scientific Committee on the Lithosphere (SCL),
was established in 1980 as the Inter-union Commission on the Lithosphere (ICL) by ICSU, at the request
of IUGS and IUGG. The name was formally changed to the Scientific Committee on the Lithosphere in
1999. According to Decision 8.4 from the 2005 ICSU General Assembly, ICSU decided "to withdraw
ICSU sponsorship from SCL/ILP and to recommend that responsibility would then shift to IUGG and
IUGS." Since that time, IUGG and IUGS have reaffirmed the ILP mission and have collaborated to redefine ILP as an inter-Union body.

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

_International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics

Acronym:

_IUGG__________________________________________________

Type:

Intergovernmental

International

Regional

National

Other: __________________________________________________
Joint Programme of: _________________________________________________________________
Purpose/Activity: IUGG, an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization established in
1919, is dedicated to the scientific study of the Earth and its environment and the application of
knowledge gained by such studies to benefit society. IUGG promotes studies of the shape of the Earth;
the nature of its gravitational and magnetic fields; the dynamics of the Earth as a whole and of its
component parts; the Earth's internal structure, composition, and tectonics; the generation of magmas;
volcanism and rock formation; the hydrological cycle including snow and ice; the physics and
chemistry of the oceans; the atmosphere, ionosphere, magnetosphere and solar-terrestrial relations;
and analogous problems associated with the Moon and other planets. IUGG activities embrace studies
of the Earth by artificial satellites and other techniques for deploying instruments at high altitude.
More detailed information about the Union can be found in Appendix 1 and at the IUGG web page:
http://www.iugg.org.
Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: IUGG could contribute further to the activities of GEO-GEOSS
-

providing scientific expertise to GEO and its groups, in particular, to the GEO’s Science and
Technology Committee;

-

representing the community of Earth and space scientists as one user community of GEOSS;

-

linking to GEOSS several scientific services, such as seismological and volcanological
networks, oceanographic, hydrological, cryospheric, and geomagnetic data services, and the
multiple geodetic services coordinated by the IAG’s Global Geodetic Observing System
(GGOS).

Although geodesy, geology and remote sensing are already represented in GEO by IAG, IUGS (the
International Union of Geological Sciences), and ISPRS (International Society for Photogrammetry
and Remote Sensing), IUGG would complement their expertise in several important areas of Earth and
space sciences like hydrology (related to GEO’s SBAa “Water” and “Health”), meteorology,
atmospheric and cryosperic sciences (SBA “Weather”), oceanography (SBA “Ecosystems”),
geomagnetism, aeronomy, seismology, volcanology, natural hazards and disaster risk (all related to
SBA “Disasters”), climatic and environmental variability (GEO’s SBA: Climate). IUGG can provide a
significant contribution to communities of practice in atmospheric chemistry, cryosphere, coastal
zones, water cycle, and geohazards.

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes

No

Date: ___11 July 2013_________________________

Organization request

PO

Observer

2/2

The Secretariat Director
GEO Secretariat
7, bis avenue de la Paix,
Case postale 2300
CH-1211 Geneva 2
Switzerland

October 2, 2013

Dear Secretariat Director,
On behalf of the Marine Technology Society Board of Directors, including President Drew
Michel and President-Elect Dr. Rick Spinrad, the Society formally requests consideration as
a Participating Organization of GEO.
The Marine Technology Society is celebrating its 50th anniversary as one of the world’s
leading multi-disciplinary scientific and engineering membership organizations. Ocean
observations and related fields represent an important constituency within our membership
and the associated technology topics have garnered considerable attention in both face-toface meetings and through our publications.
We sincerely hope that our request will be favorably received this January at the GEO
Plenary and we look forward to being a strong participant in the GEO/GEOOS community.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if more specificity about MTS is required.

With warmest regards,

Rich Lawson
Executive Director
Marine Technology Society

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

Marine Technology Society

Acronym:

MTS

Type:

Intergovernmental

International

Regional

National

Other: __________________________________________________
Joint Programme of: N/A
Purpose/Activity: The Marine Technology Society (MTS) is the world’s leading, multidisciplinary
membership organization focused on advancing the application of ocean technologies. It was
incorporated in June 1963 to give members of academia, government and industry a common forum
for the exchange of information and ideas. Our guiding purpose is: “To promote awareness,
understanding, advancement and application of marine technology.”
Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: MTS convenes conference Ocean Observing tracks as part of our
bi-annual international OCEANS Conference meeting. This provides a forum for those involved in
integrating and implementing the global Ocean Observing portion of the Global Systems of Systems.
MTS has an OOS professional committee which offers a technical community for technologists and
scientists to network around key technology developments and the application of these technologies.
MTS also publishes peer-reviewed articles on ocean observation technologies in the MTS Journal.
MTS will continue to support these areas which are consistent with the purpose of being a
participating organization in GEOSS.

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes

No

Date: October 2, 2013

Organization request

PO

Observer

Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:

_____Secure World Foundation____________________

Acronym:

________SWF___________________________________________

Type:

Intergovernmental

International

Regional

National

Other: International NGO incorporated in the United States of America
Joint Programme of: _________________________________________________________________

Purpose/Activity: SWF promotes cooperative solutions for space sustainability and peaceful use of
outer space. SWF increases human and environmental security by promoting improved governance of
the delivery of information gathered from space systems in ways that promote its utility.

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:
SWF promotes cooperative solutions for space sustainability and peaceful use of outer space. SWF
increases human and environmental security by promoting improved governance of the delivery of
information gathered from space systems in ways that promote its utility and works actively to pursue
opportunities for data sharing.
As an observer to GEO in 2013, we have been active in GEO meetings; we have worked with GEO
and the European Commission to present a workshop on food security; and we have worked to further
strengthen relations between GEO and other agencies interested in the use of remote sensing and earth
observation to improve human capacity to mitigate disasters by preparing a side event for the
upcoming Ministerial Conference in Geneva.
SWF has been a partner in developing and presenting capacity development workshops in cooperation
with the CEOS Working Group on Capacity Development and in close partnership with the Regional
Centre for Mapping and Resources for Development in Africa, the Regional Centre for Space Science

and Technology Education for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Agency in the United States.
We have also been an active participant in the work of UNCOPUOS, a facilitator in the discussion of
an International Code of Conduct for Outer Space Affairs, a contributor of working material to the
Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence Building Measures for outer space
activity, an active partner with UNSPIDER in the presentation of workshops and participation in
Technical Assistance Missions, and an active participant with UNOOSA in its space technology
applications workshops.
Committed to continuing our work to facilitate communication, build international consensus, increase
capacity to use space for the benefit of human and environmental security, enhance space
sustainability, and support the development of structured cooperation among the growing community
of participants in the space sector, we see ourselves in a more active role than that of an observer. We
respectfully request that you agree to recognize us as a participating organization.
More information can be found on SWF’s webpage www.swfound.org
Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes

X

No

Date: ___18 December 2013___________________

Organization request

PO

X

Observer

Dr. Michael K. Simpson
Executive Director
Secure World Foundation
525 Zang Street
Broomfield, CO 80021
USA
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Organization Requesting Recognition as
Participating Organization or Observer
Name of organization:
_____Non-commercial Partnership “International Committee on
the IGMASS Project Implementation” ____________________________________
Acronym:

_____NP ICPI___________________________________________

Type:

Intergovernmental

International

Regional

National

Other: __Non-government organization______
Joint Programme of: ___Reducing losses from natural and human-induced disasters via
forecasting monitoring_
Purpose/Activity: ___Promoting a concept of the “International Global Monitoring Aerospace
System (IGMASS)”. The IGMASS Project is an initiative to create the “System of Systems”,
which has to integrate recourses both existing and coming national and international space
remote sensing, communication and relay, weather and navigation systems (or allocated data
and organizational resources), as well as appropriate air-born and ground-based facilities,
including specialized infrastructure for global forecasting and early warning about natural and
man-made disasters all over the world. ICPI drawing public attention to the IGMASS Project at
national, regional and international levels, consolidation of profile scientists and experts as well
as profile entities for the IGMASS concept realization, searching/engaging contemporary ideas,
technical
solutions,
administrative
and
financial
recourses
for
the
system
creation_________________________________

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: ___To acquire natural disaster (earthquakes; wildland fires;
floods) predicting/forecasting data; process the data into useful informational products;
exchange, disseminate, and archive shared data, metadata, and products; and dissemination of
information through coordination monitoring, predicting, risk assessment, early warning,
mitigating,
and
responding
facilities
regional
and
global
levels_____________________________________________________

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan:

Yes

*

No
Date: ___June 4, 2013__

Confirmed:

NP ICPI Chair
prof. Anatoly Perminov

Organization request

PO

Observer

*

