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Meeting Summary 

 

Background 

This second Roundtable was held to increase the Group on Earth Observations’ (GEO) 
understanding of the objectives of UN Organizations, Programmes and Funds, as well as 
other International Organizations in the Geneva area, and to collaboratively begin to identify 
the Earth observation assets that GEO can provide in support of those objectives. The 
anticipated outcome of this networking and engagement event was the identification of 
specific opportunities for collaboration between GEO and the United Nations and 
international sustainability community, accelerating the process begun in 2015 during the first 
such Roundtable. 

The meeting was sponsored by the Swiss Federal Government and included representatives 
of 16 UN and international organizations, representatives of GEO’s Executive Committee, 
Programme Board and Secretariat. A list of participants is attached. 

Presentations were made by representatives of each attending organization outlining its 
respective strategic priorities and objectives for 2016, as well as current and planned use of 
and/or need for Earth observations and geospatial information to achieve those objectives.  
In addition, joint presentations highlighting current and emerging collaborations between 
GEO and the UN or international organizations since last year’s Roundtable were delivered 
on the following topics: 

 UNEP and GEOSS Interoperability: A Success Story 

 WMO and GEO Cooperation on Water 

 Earth Observations Supporting Wetland Conservation Worldwide 

All material presented during the event is available at 

http://www.earthobservations.org/geo_sdgs.php. 

The final session involved a facilitated discussion of the common themes emerging from the 
presentations, which were captured for future development, refined and explored further. 

 

Outcomes 

Throughout the meeting, discussion focused on several key themes which will serve as the 
basis for follow-on conversations between GEO and those organizations that expressed 
interest in exploring potential collaborations around each theme: 

1. Developing synergies between Earth observations and official/national statistics – 
identifying a common “language” or standards to enable conversion of Earth 
observation and geospatial data into usable forms and formats for national statistics 
officials and organizations. 
(GEO; WFP/Egypt; UNECE; UN FAO; UN-GGIM; UN REDD; Australia; OGC; 
University of Nottingham) 
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2. Training and capacity building in Earth observation applications – there is a need to 
address such issues as: Whose capacity is being developed and for what purpose? 
Are these the right people? Are there other people being missed? How can we 
partner better with universities? Is there a need for a clearinghouse for downloadable 
or other types of EO applications (e.g., BON-in-a-Box, or an EO App Store)? 
(GEO/AfriGEOSS; UNEP/University of Geneva; UNOSAT; UN REDD; WFP) 
 

3. Developing a GEO Wetlands initiative – create Earth observation-based resources to 
help countries monitor wetlands to meet their Ramsar commitments; incorporate tools 
into different levels of country-level guidance; learn from/build upon the existing 
ESA/JAXA/Ramsar collaborations. 
(GEO; Ramsar; UNEP; Australia) 
 

4. Time travel – reaching back into archival data to create data layers of change over 
time (i.e., data cubes); new methodology enables the creation of accessible and 
mineable data; potentially related to EO/statistics issues (see Item 1). 
(GEO; Ramsar; UNEP; Australia/Data Cube; University of Nottingham) 
 

Organizations that are interested in participating in one or more of the focus areas above, but 
are not listed, are encouraged to contact Bob Samors in the GEO Secretariat at 
rsamors@geosec.org or secretariat@geosec.org. 
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