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Roundtable: strengthening GEO-UN Engagement 
with a special focus on post 2015 development agenda 

Domain de Penthes - 18 February 2015 
18, Chemin de l’Impératrice Pregny-Chambésy, Genève 

 
Meeting Summary 

 
  
Enclosure 1 - Agenda 
 
Prof. Stuart Marsh, University of Nottingham, UK facilitated the meeting. 
 
The Swiss Government and the GEO Secretariat welcomed the participants. 
 
Barbara Ryan, the Director of the GEO Secretariat, provided an introduction of the 
Group on Earth Observations, its vision and activities. GEOGLAM (Global Agriculture 
Monitoring) and GMOS (Global Mercury Observation System) were presented as 
examples of how GEO is already cooperating with UN. 
 
 
The discussion on the role that geospatial data and information derived from Earth 
observations play (or should play) within each invited Organization confirmed that there 
is considerable diversity within UN on the role and use of Earth Observations; from 
complex agencies with observing systems through value adders like UNOSAT right 
down to end-users like the RAMSAR Convention. 
In addition, a number of complex relationships between different UN agencies and 
Conventions are already in place to address different issues and nexuses, like the one 
on water-food security-energy; this is a key factor to consider when consolidating the 
GEO-UN relations. 
Moreover, the definition of a coherent post 2015 framework, linking the WCDRR, the 
post-2015 development agenda (SDGs) and the UNFCCC COP 21, is one of the main 
drivers of what the different UN entities agencies are currently addressing and plan to 
develop in the future. 
There was also convergence in recognizing the Intrinsic “information” value of the 
Observation data and the need to exploit this value by systematically building and using 
“information value chains” in support of decision-making.   
Geospatial data, including EO related information, are critically important for a number of 
UN entities to properly address their respective priorities; a stronger link with national 
“mapping” agencies will improve the situation. 
The need of ensuring comparability and consistency of similar data acquired around the 
world was clearly underlined and GEO is considered as the organization to play a central 
role on this. 
Earth Observations should be coordinated and integrated to derive indicators addressing 
different domains at the same time. 
The universal application of the SDGs, currently under discussion, requires global action 
to create the necessary datasets, to have them used and to build capacity. 
 
 
The discussion on possible elements of a UN-GEO cooperation framework was 
introduced by two presentations providing practical examples on how GEO and the UN 
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Family are already working together on two specific examples, preparation of the 
WCDRR conference and the definition of indicators for the monitoring of progress 
towards Water SDGs. It resulted in a number of conclusions, listed below, on how to 
better consolidate GEO and UN collaboration as well as on specific actions that UN 
Organizations and Agencies would expect from GEO. 
 
• Create partnerships that are key for value adding and necessary to tackle different 

issues, clearly defining what questions we want to answer, what is the required 
science, what the required Earth Observations (different SDGs will require different 
partnerships). 

• GEO is recognized as ideally placed to analyze the current observational gaps, to 
define future observational requirements and to advocate for deployment of “new 
observing systems to support the SDGs era”. 

• Ensure proper connection with member countries that are governing all our 
Organizations is key for this advocacy function. 

• Investigate the possibility to coordinate the development and availability of some 
basic global products for the benefit of different “UN Users”, by bringing together 
what is already available: the added value is in the synergies and in the elimination 
of duplications. The same may apply for a number of visualization tools. 

• GEO is seen as the organization best placed to establish baseline standards for 
monitoring and roll them out via capacity building 

• Use of Earth Observation data and information should be placed in the context of 
“Big Data” and of the so-called Data Revolution; new intelligent way of searching, 
finding, accessing and using data and information are needed. Ensure “quality” of the 
resources made accessible and “walk through” the user, helping finding what it is 
needed, are also essential elements. 

• In connection with the above, value was also identified in 
- establishing an inventory of capabilities, as well as data; who does what along 

the value adding chain, and 
- connecting data portals of different organizations and agencies to the GEO data 

portal 
- continuing building capacity and performing specific actions to enable developing 

countries to fully benefit from this Data Revolution.  
• GEO and UN are complementary and need each other: mutual trust is the basis for 

true collaboration. Specific points need to be discussed in greater details, such as  
the legal aspects of the cooperation framework (including the re-use of data and 
results) and some governance and reporting aspects (including the role of UN 
entities within GEO). 

 
A draft text on the “Contributions of Earth Observations in Achieving the Post-2015 
Development Agenda” was then briefly discussed and the participants confirmed the key 
role the Earth Observation data and information must play in the post 2015 development 
agenda and the need of having this reflected in the agreements being negotiated.  
The GEO Secretariat will issue the final text, incorporating the comments received. 
 
The participants also recognized the importance of new partnerships to develop 
solutions that will help countries to collect and use data, and to support the monitoring of 
the progress towards global objectives; GEO is considered a key partner in this process. 
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Enclosure 1 
Roundtable: strengthening GEO-UN Engagement 

with a special focus on post 2015 development agenda 
Domain de Penthes - 18 February 2015 

18, Chemin de l’Impératrice Pregny-Chambésy, Genève 
 

Agenda 
The session will be facilitated 
 
09.00 – 10.00 Coffee and Registration 
  
10.00 – 10.30 Session 1 - Introduction 
 Welcome from the Swiss Government and the GEO Secretariat 

Roundtable Objectives - G. Rum, GEO Secretariat 
GEO vision, strategic objectives and activities, B. Ryan, GEO Secretariat Director 
(the presentation will also highlight how GEO is already working with several UN 
organizations). 

  
10.30 – 12.00 Session 2 - The Role of Earth Observations in UN Action 
 Roundtable discussion: each of the invited organizations will provide a five-minute 

introduction on the role that geospatial data and information derived from Earth 
observations play (or should play) in their respective activities/initiatives. The 
discussion will include specific time allocated to the SDG process. 

  
12.00 – 13.00 Lunch  
  
13.00 – 14.30 Session 3 - Transforming Data into Actionable information 
 Roundtable discussion: each of the invited organizations will summarize their 

level of "processing" in producing/using Earth observations, including 
infrastructural elements and tools (in use, being planned or expected), to support 
“processing”. 

  
14.30 – 15.00 Coffee Break 
  
15.00 – 16.00 Section 4 - Key Elements of a UN-GEO Cooperation Framework 
  

GEO, UN joint action addressing the Water Sanitation and Health SDG. Rifat 
Hossain, WHO. 
 

 GEO involvement in the preparation of the WCDRR in Sendai and expected role 
in implementation. F. Gaetani (GEO Secretariat). 
 
Roundtable discussion:  
• gathering input on what should be the GEO role in interacting with/supporting 

the UN System and key elements to include in an overarching framework of 
cooperation; 

• reaching a common understanding of the importance of Earth observation 
data and information in support of national efforts to achieve the sustainable 
development goals and how the Earth Observation community and GEO can 
address UN engagements and SDG monitoring firmly in its next 10 year 
strategic plan. 

  
16.00 Adjourn 

 

 


