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Background 

Paris Agreement subgroup (PASG) in Programme Board in 2017:  
To identify gaps, challenges and opportunities in GWP activities to support Paris Agreement on 
climate change 

 
Mapping exercise of GWP activities 
Three key fora in 2018: 

To enhance understanding of how the EO community can  
  support the implementation of the Paris Agreement 
To discuss a more integrated approach to climate across GWP. 

• 2018 GEO Symposium (11-12th June) 
• GEO Climate Workshop (13th June) 
• GEO-XV Plenary (31th Oct - 1st Nov) 



2018 GEO Climate Workshop 
13 June 2018 

 



GEO-XV Plenary in Kyoto  
Paris Agreement Panel Session Agreement 

1. GEO should strengthen involvement in the UNFCCC process as the global response strengthens. 

2. A coordination mechanism is required across the GEO Work Programme: Mitigation, Adaptation, 
Loss and Damage, National Reporting and Global Stocktake, Capacity Development and Technology 
Transfer (as well as infrastructure support). 

3. Mapping the potential of Earth observation to provide informed decisions is the first step. Now pilots 
should be developed to demonstrate information flow across the value chain. 

4. Terrestrial ecosystems and oceans provide important sinks but are also vulnerable to climate 
change. Adaptation needs to consider these ‘services’ by nature and Earth observation is a key 
instrument to guide measures to preserve them. 

5. GEO members: your national contribution to GEO is to strengthen the existing in-situ observational 
capacities, whether national agencies or in research infrastructures, and encourage them to provide 
FAIR and open data. In return, you will receive knowledge through those observations to guide your 
national action plan. 



However we should also consider that, 

GEO Secretariat staff for Climate expert will be incoming 
 
WMO Reform will have some impact on the placement of GEO 
in the Climate landscape 
 
Foundational Task structure in 2020-2022 GWP is under review 



Thus the objectives of this session are to, 

Re-visit the mapping exercise of 2017-2019 GWP activities on the 
five pillars of the Paris Agreement 
 
Learn the achievements in 2017-2019 GWP and future plans in 
2020-2022 GWP from key climate-related activities  
 
Seek an opportunity to gather best-practices and other advice to 
enable better implementation of National Adaptation Plans 
 
 … then discuss what and how does GEO community will develop 
their collaborative activities in support of the Paris Agreement 
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