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Responses to Sli.do Questions 
 
1. How do you see COVID-19 playing out as GEO and its initiatives seek funding going 
into 2021? Are there funding opportunities arising out of the pandemic? 
The COVID- 19 situation offers both challenges and opportunities for those seeking funding 
for GEO activities. It provides opportunities and possible funding sources where a link exists 
between EO and understanding of Covid monitoring/spread. On the other hand, some funding 
that would have been available for other efforts may be redirected by funders for efforts 
related to the COVID-19 response, and in this way it could make for a  more challenging 
landscape in the near future. 
 
2. To Justyna: What is the role of the GEO Programme Board in resource mobilization 
for GEO initiatives? 
The GEO Programme Board and the GEO Executive Committee placed a strong focus on 
resource mobilization for GEO, and as a result the GEO Resource Mobilization Team was 
formed in 2018. The GEO Programme Board oversees the activities of the GEO Work 
Programme, which includes connecting activities with relevant partners and also monitors 
funding needs through GWP Implementation Plans.  Implementation Plans for the GEO WP 
include a section on resources/funding and through this the RM Team is coordinating with 
the GWP coordinators and the GEO PB on identifying resource mobilization needs. 
 
3. In seeking funding, how important is it to think about what the funder wants to 
achieve? For example, DEAfrica and the Helmsley Trust? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
4. What is your advice for Capacity Development projects to find funding, especially for 
the GEO-LDN? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
5. Looking ahead, what new technical horizons and sources of financing could be 
explored for the GEO Work Programme? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
6. How can Earth Observation products be made more relevant for sustainable 
development globally, so they can tap into funding sources for development projects? 
For me there is a simple in-principle answer to this: Minimise the barriers to uptake and use 
of EO imagery products. That translates at this point in time to ensuring that the data are 



available, accessible, open licenced and ready to use. A lot of work is happening on analysis 
ready data, including through CEOS which has developed several specifications for analysis 
ready data. Philanthropic funders will naturally want to fund areas where they can see impact 
- the less cost that goes into accessing, storage and pre-processing of satellite images the 
more the funding proposal can focus on using the data to achieve impacts. [Adam Lewis, 
Digital Earth Africa] 
 
7. What are the common metrics & performance standards that foundations will expect 
GEO to adhere to? Do we have internal mechanisms in place if/when funds arrive? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording 
 
8. Amos, is there also funding for GEO LDN from UNCCD for capacity 
development/training? Hasn't some training already been completed? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording 
 
9. Of the €400m mentioned for EC funding for oceans, how much has been assigned or 
attributed to supporting GEO Blue Planet or other aspects of GEO, e.g. MBON? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
10. Excellent presentations! Might we get the contact information for each of the 
speakers as the contact slides flashed too fast on the screen. Thanks! 
Yes, all of the contact details can be found in the presentations available on YouTube and the 
Symposium Website here: 
http://www.earthobservations.org/symposium2020.php?session=13 
 
11. What perspective can the speakers provide regarding funding for global vs regional 
vs national activities in GEO? What do funders and countries want? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
12. How important is it to bring forward the "technological" (EO, DataCube, Cloud, 
etc) dimension when discussing with donors on resources mobilisation? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording. 
 
13. What role do you see for competitive science solicitations in the success of GEO? 
If this refers to calls such as Horizon Europe (Horizon 2020) and ROSES in North America, 
then absolutely. These have funded tens of millions of €/$ in support of GEOSS. 
Current GEO RM efforts are looking at novel/innovative funding strategies that can help to 
expand funding opportunities for GEO, however science solicitations will continue to be an 
important funding source of support.  
 
14. How can Research and Education help leverage resources for EO? (in particular for 
Harsh) 
Earth observations is a complex scientific field that requires an understanding across a 
number of disciplines, research and education for basic entry level positions, but also for 



ongoing professional development and to find new methods, approaches and solutions for 
using Earth observations. Education is particularly important for long-term capacity 
development.  
 
15. Is there a list of the 350 organizations mentioned in Casper's presentation that want 
to contribute to international development that can be made accessible? 
Please contact Casper Edmonds at ILO. edmonds@ilo.org   
 
16. How important is co-design and co-production a required criteria by funding 
agencies? 
Answered during the session, please see the recording.  
 
17. What are some strategies to seed initiatives through international funding, but not 
be dependent on it and have "internal" sources to sustain funding? 
I think this goes to  the question of sustainability - how do we continue a program beyond the 
international funding that is used to set it up (assuming that is the aim)? For DE Africa this is 
a key question and we have a combination of strategies to achieve it: Ensure that there is 
ownership of the processes, the methods and the responsibilities of the program - our 
governance lies in Africa; Work to assess and communicate the current and future impact (in 
socio-economic terms); Build partnerships to share the load and extend the funding; and Find 
high level champions for the Program who will advocate for its continuation in the right 
places. [Adam Lewis, Digital Earth Africa] 
 
18. Don't we sometimes lose sight of certain elements in the whole complex technological 
production chain of EO, all relevant for impact? (e.g data infrastructure) 
This is why we advocate a value chain approach, looking at the all key elements of success, 
including the roles and responsibilities of stakeholders and in the infrastructure necessary to 
deliver action, results and impact.  


