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How the S&T Roadmap responds to the GEOSS Strategic Targets 
At its 6th Plenary session, in November 2009, GEO accepted a set of 12 Strategic 
Targets to provide high-level direction to the implementation of GEOSS by 20151. In 
September 2010 the GEO STC recognized that these targets provided additional 
guidance for GEOSS implementation and decided to analyse what adjustments 
were necessary in the S&T Roadmap.   

This Annex explains how the S&T Roadmap supports the Strategic Targets. 

Of the 12 Strategic Targets, five targets are cross-cutting in nature, i.e. do not refer to 
the aims specific to any one of the nine Societal Benefit Areas. One of these 
specifically addresses the domain of “Science and Technology”.  

Each Strategic Target is complemented by a description of the means by which GEO 
anticipates to reach the target. The activities of the S&T Roadmap implement many 
of these directly. All of them are supported to some extent. It is important to note that 
the STC is not the sole responsible actor in GEO for reaching the Science and 
Technology Strategic Target. Nor is this Strategic Target the only one that the STC 
must work to achieve. 

The following figure indicates how the 12 activities of the S&T Roadmap support the 5 
Strategic Targets. 

 

Several of the more fundamental Roadmap activities are not reflected directly in the 
means stated in the Strategic Targets document. Several of the Roadmap activities 
are more fundamental to the objectives of the STC’s objectives and represent 

                                                 

1 Available at 
http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/geo_vi/12_GEOSS%20Strategic%20Targets%20
Rev1.pdf  
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preconditions for GEO’s ability to pursue the means. For completeness, the following 
figure indicates how the Roadmap activities support the STC’s objectives2: 

 

 

                                                 

2 See Appendix 3 to Annex B of the GEO Rules of Procedure, available at 
http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/GEO%20Rules%20of%20Procedure.pdf. 
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